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VI. 


PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP 


ITS RESPONSIBILITIES ARE 
Inseparable from Possession. 


ITS ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTIC 
Is Faithfulness. 


ITS REQUIREMENTS 
Reveal the Nature of God. 


ITS EXERCISE 
Reveals One’s Personality. 


ITS DIRECT OBJECT 
Is to Develop and Enrich Personality. 


ITS ULTIMATE RESULT 
Is to Extend the Kingdom of God. 


PRINCIPLES OF STEWARDSHIP 


The principles of stewardship should bulk 
large in the consciousness and dominate the 
practise of all who are entrusted with the 
possibilities and responsibilities of life. This 
is true whether their possessions are small or 
large, for these principles are universal in 
their application and inexorable in their re- 
quirements, “according to that a man hath.” 
To live in harmony with the principles of 
stewardship secures efficiency, approval, en- 
richment, joy; to disregard them results in 
enervation, condemnation, impoverishment, 
sorrow. 


I. The Responsibilities of Stewardship are 
Inseparable from Possession 


Everything which one possesses is either 
a bestowment, having its source outside the 
recipient, or it is an achievement through the 
use of forces or material which the user did 
not originate. However large the personal 
investment, nothing which anyone has is his 
own independent creation. Within limita- 
tions, predetermined, it is possible for a per- 
son to use forces and things, direct their in- 
fluence, or combine their qualities and realize 
results, anticipated or unexpected. Thus he 
may strengthen by exercise, enlarge by com- 
bination, or increase by organization the 
forces and things which had been made pos- 
sible to him, but those same forces and things 
would have served any other, under similar 
conditions, in a similar manner, for their un- 
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swerving allegiance is to God who called them 
into existence, established their qualities, ap- 
pointed their limitations and commissioned 
them to service. 

The silk or wool which clothes us was 
patiently elaborated by worm or sheep and 
is its cast-off garment, reconstructed to suit 
our requirements. The linen and cotton of 
our garments have accomplished their original 
purposes, protecting and aiding the growing 
stem or maturing seed of the plants which by 
their vital energy evolved them, and having 
served their generation, have been gathered, 
manipulated and adjusted by men to serve 
human need. The simple prayer, “Give us 
this day our daily bread,” requires for its 
physical fulfilment that our tables be sup- 
plied with productions from the mineral, veg- 
etable and animal kingdoms, gathered from 
every clime, and in the production or trans- 
portation of which have been utilized the op- 
eration of every law of life, every principle of 
chemistry and physics, every form of mechan- 
ical device, the stored energy of unnumbered 
ages, the constructive thought, experimenta- 
tion and co-operation of thousands of men and 
the invested billions of dollars which make 
possible the maintenance of the material ac- 
cessories of civilization. Whatever his pos- 
sessions or accumulations, no man has origi- 
nated a new force or created a new element. 
The utmost achievement of the most success- 
ful man has been to discover, combine, manip- 
ulate, use or store that which was and will 
continue to be, by the authority and grace of 
Him, “by Whom all things have been 
created,” ““Who upholdeth all things by the 
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word of His power,” and “Who giveth us 
richly all things to enjoy” as “stewards of 
the manifold grace of God.” 

Life, its environment, its aptitudes and 
their development, and the power to act and 
react, the material upon which and the forces 
with which a person works, together with 
their orderly and consequential possibilities, 
sustained responsiveness and result-compel- 
ling influences, are but expressions of the 
divine government which existed prior to the 
coming of the first man, make possible the 
achievements of the present man, will bide 
after the departure of the last man, and are 
maintained to further the purpose of God. 
They are impersonal and impartial and must 
serve whenever and wherever they can inter- 
pret their commissions. But their use places 
the user under definite obligations to their 
Author by whose permission they serve, and 
whose proprietary rights may not be perma- 
nently disregarded. 

God is a person, not an aggregation of lim- 
ited or unrelated forces or parts. Nothing can 
be taken from Him. He ruleth over all. He 
cannot abdicate. Being infinite, none other can 
be independent. He gives nothing absolutely. 
The whole must include all of its parts. “By 
Him all things consist.” To Him all must 
render their accounts. Every bestowment is 
and must be in trust. It is essential to gov- 
ernment that God shall require His “own 
with proper use.” 

Possession includes the power to use and is 
accompanied by a consciousness of responsi- 
bility for using. An infant’s earliest attempt 
to pull itself up on its feet is an interpreta- 
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tion of its subconscious sense of responsibility 
for using its approaching power to walk. No 
man can appreciate his possessions and pur- 
posely neglect or misdirect their use, and 
maintain a reasonable basis for self-respect. 
We may honor ourselves as faithful stewards, 
we cannot respect ourselves as defaulters. 
The inherent responsibility for the proper 
use of all one has is the basis of stewardship. 
It is inseparable from possession and begins 
not with one’s accumulated gains, but with the 
purposes and methods of their accumulation 
and the power to achieve. 

Every account must be balanced, and the 
question which should concern us most is, 
“FTow much owest thou unto my Lord?” That 
is, Has your stewardship rendered to God the 
full measure of your possible service? Have 
your investments been made in the objects 
and manner most vital to His interests? Have 
you kept all which was entrusted to you faith- 
fully at work for Him?—for the unused incre- 
ment may be one’s chief condemnation. “Your 
gold and your silver is rusted; and it shall 
be for a testimony against you, and shall eat 
your flesh as fire.” 


II. The Essential Characteristic of Stewardship 
is Faithfulness 


“The little glow-worm with its emerald lamp, 
Which shines but for a night, 

Serves God as acceptably 

As the full-orbed moon which 

Floods a whole continent with its pale, cold light.” 


Usefulness and enjoyment are a true gauge 
of life, but ‘‘as a man’s life consisteth not in 
the abundance of the things which he pos- 
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sesseth,”’ so neither usefulness nor enjoyment 
is measured by one’s ability or possessions. 
Usefulness is determined by adjustment to the 
universal, the permanent; while enjoyment is 
a by-product of faithfulness in purpose and 
effort to do the worthy thing. Christ said to 
the two-talent man who had used his posses- 
sions according to his ability, exactly the same 
that He said to the five-talent man whose de- 
votion had gained other five talents, “Well 
done, good and faithful servant: thou hast 
been faithful over a few things, I will set 
thee over many things: enter thou into 
the joy of thy Lord.’ The essential condi- 
tion of usefulness and enjoyment is faithful- 
ness to the responsibilities of one’s posses- 
sions, that is, the faithful use for God of all 
one has, which is the essential characteristic 
of stewardship. 

“It is required in stewards, that a man be 
found faithful.” That is, that they possess 
faith in its fulness; but faith has two primary 
characteristics: 

1. Vision. “These all died in faith, not 
having received the promises, but having seen 
them and greeted them from afar.” 

2. Obedience. “By faith Abraham, when 
he was called, obeyed to go out unto a place 
which he was to receive for an inheritance.” 

Without faith it is impossible to please 
God: for he that cometh to God, “must be- 
lieve that He is.” He must have the illuminat- 
ing consciousness, the vision of God, in His 
character and office, and he must believe 
“that God is a rewarder of them that seek 
after Him.” He must have the moral 
reinforcement to his obedience, of the cer- 
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tainty that faithfulness in service is sure of 
its reward. Conformity to requirement is im- 
possible without vision of obligation. “How 
shall they believe in Him of whom they have 
not heard?” Vision of obligation is useless 
without obedience. ‘‘Faith apart from works 
is barren.” 

Obedience without knowledge is impossible, 
and knowledge without obedience is sterile. 
So the essential characteristic of steward- 
ship is intelligent obedience or faithfulness. 
He who proves his trustworthiness by faith- 
fulness over a few things will have his 
stewardship extended over many things. 


III. The Requirements of Stewardship Reveal 
the Nature of God 


A steward, in the Bible significance of the 
term, is more than a servant: “The servant 
knoweth not what his lord doeth.”” He is far 
more than an agent: “We are laborers to- 
gether with God.” The steward is next to 
the master himself, the highest official in the 
household. There is the most confidential re- 
lation and understanding between his master 
and him. In the making of contracts, the use 
of possessions and the administration of af- 
fairs the steward is entrusted with authority 
to represent his master and stands as his 
interpreter to make known his attitude and 
purpose. 

So God is revealed in the requirements of 
the stewardship to which He calls every man. 
For reasons of His own God has established 
these requirements. They are embodied in 
the constitution and administration of His 
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government. They are adjusted to His eter- 
nal purpose. They reveal His purpose and 
are a transcript of His nature. 

Among the many requirements of steward- 
ship are: 


1. Justice. 


Justice is the recognition and fulfilment of 
all that is due from one to another. “What 
doth Jehovah require of thee, but to do justly, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
thy God?” Thus God Himself deals with men. 
He gives “to each according to his several 
ability,” and leaves each free to invest as he 
may purpose. But when He cometh, as He 
surely will, “He maketh a reckoning with 
them” and requireth from each His own, noth- 
ing more, nothing less, simply His “own with 
proper use.” This shows him to be the God of 
exact justice and points to Sinai where, stand- 
ing upon the primordial rock in the seclusion 
of that isolated peak, the Lord God Almighty 
revealed Himself by proclaiming to the con- 
sciousness of humanity the fundamental law 


by which all flesh shall be judged. 


2. Love. 


“The end of the charge is love out of a pure 
heart and a good conscience and faith un- 
feigned.’’ Love is a fixed and dominating 
purpose, at times becoming a passion, to bless 
its object. Patience is its attitude, sacrifice is 
its measure, ministry is its life. “Love suffer- 
eth long, and is kind; love envieth not; seek- 
eth not its own, rejoiceth not in unrighteous- 
ness.’ ““Thou shalt love thy neighbor,” the 
one whom thou canst help, “as thyself,’ and 
the Christ also says, ‘““Love your enemies and 
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pray for them that persecute you; that ye 
may be sons of your Father who is in heaven.” 

This requirement reveals that “God is 
love’ and draws us to Calvary, outside the 
gate at Jerusalem, where Jesus, by the grace 
of God, tasted death for every man. He 
“closed his eyes to show us God” and “for 
the joy that was set before Him endured the 
cross, despising shame,” that He might make 
the supreme manifestation of love and recon- 
cile us to the Father. 

3. Ministries of grace. 

Grace is the interpretation of love through 
joyful giving. The first law of life may be 
self-protection, but the first law of grace is 
self-sacrifice. It becomes us “as we have op- 
portunity, to work that which is good toward 
all men” and to “walk circumspectly, buying 
up opportunities.” ‘Wherefore let us have 
grace whereby we may offer service well 
pleasing to God,” for “God loveth a cheerful 
giver.” “The ministration of this service not 
only filleth up the measure of the wants of 
the saints, but aboundeth also through many 
thanksgivings unto God; seeing that through 
the proving of you by this ministration they 
glorify God for the obedience of your con- 
fession unto the gospel of Christ, and for the 
liberality of your contributions . ... by rea- 
son of the exceeding grace of God in you.” 

But the requirement of grace proclaims 
Him to be “the God of all grace.” “By 
grace have ye been saved through faith; and 
that not of yourselves, it is the gift of God.” 
“Ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that though He was rich, yet for your sakes 
He became poor, that ye through His poverty 
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might become rich.’ By grace Christ 
through forgiveness pays our debt, that by 
grace through imitation we may pay our way. 

The Lord requires nothing from His 
servants which in kind He has not done for 
them. His requirements are a transcript of 
His nature and He calls His stewards to be 
His witnesses. Our imitation of Him is all 
our finite response can render in gratitude 
for His unmeasured ministries and infinite 
example. 

The requirements of stewardship bring the 
vision of God. But spiritual things “are spir- 
itually discerned,” and we may not disregard 
the inference of the obverse. Have we so 
met the requirements of stewardship as to 
perceive their spiritual significance? Do we 
recognize the great spiritual verities and op- 
portunities which God brings to us as the real 
things of first importance? Are they supreme 
in our desires? Do they dominate our activi- 
ties? Or do we fear poverty more than sin, 
the censure of men more than the condemna- 
tion of God, the humiliation of self more 
than the crucifixion of Christ? Are we grow- 
ing in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and do we fellowship with Him in all 
our plans? If not our stewardship fails for 
want of the vision which transforms into His 
likeness. 


IV. The Exercise of Stewardship Reveals 
One’s Personality 


Personality is both static and dynamic. It 
is the self-conscious combination of thinking, 
feeling and acting in one individual; the soul’s 
interpretation of “I am” and “I will.” That 
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which one is determines what he wills. That 
which one wills determines what he does. 
That which one does reveals his personality, 
reacts upon it, confirms, strengthens, develops 
it. “Not everyone that saith unto me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter into the Kingdom of 
heaven; but he that doeth the will of my 
Father who is in heaven.’’ ‘That is, person- 
ality is not revealed by professions of rever- 
ence, but by the demonstration of loyalty. 
“By their fruits ye shall know them.” 

So the exercise of stewardship is the reve- 
lation of personality. The things one seeks 
reveal his preference. The methods one uses 
reveal his principles. The things one enjoys 
reveal his tastes. The things for which one 
sacrifices make known the objects of his de- 
votion. Men do not differ so much in their 
original endowments as in the objects of their 
devotion and in their devotion to these objects. 
Everyone has his personal schedule of values. 
This does not necessarily show the intrinsic 
worth of the things listed, but the estimates in 
which they are held by him who appraised 
them. It is the standard by which he chooses. 
As the tiny pencil of light which left the fixed 
star that gave it birth millenniums ago bears 
the legend of its origin written in its texture, 
legible to those who can read its language, so 
the exercise of stewardship, in its every act, 
purpose, desire, thought, partakes of the qual- 
ity, bears the impress of the will, records the 
spirit, reveals the personality of him from 
whom it emanates. “Even a child maketh 
himself known by his doings.” Although we 
are “saved by grace’ every man will be 
judged “according to his works.” 
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V. The Direct Object Which God Seeks Through 
Stewardship is to Develop and Enrich 
Personality 


Personality is the central fact of the Gos- 
pel. This is shown in its supreme manifesta- 
tion in Jesus Christ, in His consummate rev- 
elation of the Father, in the communicated 
energy of the Holy Spirit and in its dominat- 
ing purpose, the redemption of man. Human 
personality finds its liberty in the forgiveness 
of God, its scope in the limitation of Christ, 
and its fulfilment in the communion of the 
Holy Spirit. The realm of the Kingdom of 
Heaven is specifically in personality. It is 
the realization of such as are poor in spirit, 
pure in heart and peaceful in will. 

It is not surprising, therefore, that God 
makes the development of personality the di- 
rect object of His government among men. 
In the working out of this object He divides 
humanity into two classes. 

The first class includes the individual and 
none other,—him whose personality is to be 
developed. The second class includes all the 
rest of humanity. 


1. The direct object of God is to develop 
the first class, the Individual, through the 
education of his personality. All true educa- 
tion must provide for adequate expression. 
It is not teaching but discipline that makes 
the man. Impression without expression does 
not educate. “If ye know these things, blessed 
are ye if ye do them.” Development is not 
the result of acceptance but of reaction. 
Therefore, God appoints each individual to 
serve Him as His steward. He gives to each 
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person access to His inexhaustible resources 
on the sole condition of loyalty in the use of 
whatever is received. “No good thing will 
he withhold from them that walk uprightly.” 

He provides each with opportunities for 
expression, and requires that as we have op- 
portunity we do good unto all men. 

He guarantees personal enrichment through 
use. “Whosoever shall give a cup of cold 
water only, in the name of a disciple, shall 
in no wise lose his reward.” 

He commands “occupy till I come” and on 
His return will require, in an enriched per- 
sonality, His “own with proper use.” 

There is but one standard of approval, “If 
any man hath not the Spirit of Christ he is 
none of His.” 


2. The second class, that is, all the rest 
of humanity other than the individual, exists, 
so far as the individual is concerned, for two — 
purposes in particular. 

a. To serve as a practise school, or labor- 
atory, in which God’s steward is to be disci- 
plined and developed. Every faculty and op- 
portunity which God has given the individual 
is given him as a possibility and responsibility 
to be developed by him. Possession includes 
and is conditioned upon use. Nothing is 
given to any man, nor possessed by him fully 
developed. Each and all must be disciplined, 
strengthened and developed through exercise. 
We have our being assigned us in a world 
so ordered that continuous exercise of every 
faculty is compulsory. “Thou oughtest, 
therefore, to have put my money to the ex- 
changers, and then at my coming I should 
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have received mine own with proper use.” 
“Tf any will not work, neither let him eat.” 
But God has promised to bring the faithful 
off more than conquerors. 

The second class of humanity, that is, all 
others than the individual, exists so far as 
the individual is concerned, 

b. To furnish the Individual with oppor- 
tunities for investment. 

Capital is non-productive and only a care 
unless well invested. God has surrounded 
each one with ignorance, folly, suffering, sor- 
row, apparent hindrances of every kind and 
mortgaged ability to necessity. This is not 
an arrangement to exhaust one’s resources, 
but to furnish persistent invitation for invest- 
ment, continuous opportunity to transmute 
temporal and perishable things into imperish- 
able character and link one’s self indissolubly 
with the everlasting Kingdom of God as a 
laborer together with Him. 

God so earnestly desires that personality 
shall be enriched through ministry, that He 
commands, “Lay up for yourselves treasures 
in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth 
consume, and where thieves do not break 
through nor steal.” 

“Whoso hath the world’s goods, and be- 
holdeth his brother in need, and shutteth up 
his compassion from him, how doth the love 
of God abide in him?” Through grace the 
right of possession is transcended by the 
privilege of sacrifice. One may so give, that 
what he buries in service becomes an invest- 
ment, accepted of God, and will have its resur- 
rection in results. “It is sown a natural body, 
it is raised a spiritual body,’ and becomes a 
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registered influence in the Kingdom of 
Heaven, dividend-producing to all eternity. 
Because the trust, our stewardship and hu- 
man need with its demands for help, are all 
within the government of God, everyone is 
required to invest, as opportunity offers, 
whatever ministry he can command, and God 
himself underwrites the investment, “Inas- 
much as ye did it unto one of these my breth- 
ren, even these least, ye did it unto me.” 
Spiritual poverty is the demonstration of 
spiritual indolence, of neglected opportuni- 
ties, of sequestered or misused possessions, of 
defalcation in the exercise of stewardship. 
It is more necessary for the individual to 
invest in ministries to the needs of others than 
it is for them to receive his ministry. They 
might be helped by someone-else. But the 
individual who fails to invest sympathy, 
counsel and assistance when and as he might 
has sustained a loss which can never be made 
good either in this world or in the world to 
come. No man can audit the impoverishment 
of his own soul and the retarding of the 
Kingdom of God which he has caused by such 
neglect. “There is that withholdeth what is 
justly due, but it tendeth only to want.” 
No personality was ever impoverished by a 
loving effort to serve God in relieving the 
needs of His creatures. That is not God’s 
method of administration. “It is more blessed 
to give than to receive.” We show our divine 
parentage in our inexhaustible ability to love 
and bless. Man is so constituted that he helps 
himself in helping others. He is strengthened 
by sacrifice. He is enriched by giving. Min- 
istries of grace bear perennial fruit. He is 
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no fool who exchanges what he cannot keep 
for that which cannot be taken from him. 

If in the midst of the varied, divinely-ad- 
justed, ever-present opportunities for minis- 
try and enrichment, anyone fails to attain 
strength, skill, wealth and beauty of person- 
ality, it is a loss to the world, a grief to God 
and an everlasting shame to himself. ‘He 
that hath not, from him shall be taken 
away even that which he hath.”” The supreme 
privilege of human living and the justifica- 
tion of our stewardship is the development of 
personality like unto Christ. The one method 
is ministry. The glorious outcome and re- 
ward of persistent effort is to be approved and 
enriched of God and to enter into the joy of 
our Lord, the joy of achievement. 

While the direct object of stewardship is 
the development and enrichment of personal- 
ity, it does not stop there. Love, the essence 
of life, is a social thing and “none of us 
liveth to himself.” 


VI. The Ultimate Result of Stewardship is the 
Extension of His Kingdom 


No man represents the ultimate purpose of 
God. God loves each personally and so pur- 
posefully that He calls each to become an effi- 
cient laborer together with Him in His great 
work of human redemption that he may be, 
by right of joint investment, a joint heir with 
Christ in the outcome. In the prosecution of 
this purpose He places each in the midst, 
between the past and the future, to inherit, 
to develop, to transmit; He places each be- 
tween Himself and human need, to serve as a 
depository and a dispensary, to receive and to 
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communicate “‘that apart from us they should 
not be made perfect.” He proposes to re- 
adjust humanity to His Kingdom by adjust- 
ing each personality to Himself; to enrich 
humanity in each of its prime factors; not 
to arrest development by instituting a level- 
ing-down, redistributing, impoverishing, self- 
ish socialism; but to realize His ideal King- 
dom, where every citizen is a king and a 
priest, regnant and ministrant, by maintain- 
ing an enriching, developing and uplifting, a 
cumulative and altruistic individualism. 

In the catholicity of God’s service, it is 
impossible for His humblest steward to live 
the life of a provincial. It is in the commis- 
sion and it is the duty of each to make his 
influence felt through love, sympathy, prayer, 
faith, ministries of grace, to the uttermost 
part of the world, and to be represented 
through all time and for eternity in the con- 
structive forces which are shaping the new 
heavens and the new earth. It is the oppor- 
tunity of each, and the obligation which he 
owes to God, to humanity and to himself, to 
realize this benediction and felicity in the 
divine fellowship of service. These are prin- 
ciples of stewardship which should bulk large 
in every man’s consciousness and may not 
be ignored without enervation, condemnation, 
poverty and sorrow. 
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